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II. Classes from which prisoners are recruited.
1. The social status of recruits.
2. Their physical and mental condition. Table Y1 shows the fatal diseases belonging to this class. Of course the large proportion occurred at public work prisons, and it would not be surprising if fatal accidents were more frequent, when we think how many of the prisoners have been unused to hard labour, or else are lazy and careless. Portland itself contributes nearly the half, but this is most likely due to the greater variety and uncertainty of the work there, in quarrying and excavating.
In some of the cases death took place after primary amputation of limbs; and in more than one case death resulted from injuries selfinflicted (as by putting the foot under waggon wheels) with a view to evade labour.
One man at Pentonville while at work in the kitchen stole a piece of meat. In swallowing it, it stuck in his throat and he was suffocated, he himself in trying to extract it having forced it into the larynx.
Another [July, vomiting of blood, and died of haemorrhage a few hours afterwards.
The post-mortem examination discovered a counterfeit half-crown lodged in a pouch in the gullet, which had caused ulceration and perforation of the aorta. The prisoner had been a ' smasher' and in order to escape detection swallowed the coin referred to about ten or eleven months before his death. The case is remarkable for the absence of any difficulty in swallowing food or other symptom indicative of the presence of a foreign body in the gullet/' Suicide.?In the fifteen years, 24 convicts committed self-destruction, being at the annual rate of *21 per 1000 of the whole prison population. Only one female destroyed herself.
The mode adopted was as follows :
Hanging (1 female 
